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50 Thorndike Street 

Partial Demolition ï November 2020 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:  50 Thorndike Street 

Applicant:  50 Thorndike Street LLC  

Building Type:  House and Detached Garage  

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  N/A 
 

             

 

   
 

     

 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 
Originally known as 17 Thorndike Street, the house at 50 Thorndike Street was permitted to be constructed as a single 

family in October 1890. The house was constructed by locally known developer David H. McKay and designed by the 

Boston architectural firm, Rand and Taylor. The architects and developer also worked across the street at 49 Thorndike 

Street the same year. McKay was born in New Brunswick, Canada, and entered the real estate business upon moving to 

Boston; McKay developed multiple lots on Naples Road and Thorndike, Coolidge, Gibbs, and Fuller Streets.  It appears 

the construction was finished in late 1891, and the property was sold to Isaac Spitz, a dressmaker, and his wife Bertha for 

$10,500 in February 1892.  

 

The Spitz family resided in the house with their children until their deaths in 1936 and 1941. It was the Spitz family that 

permitted the construction of the rear detached two car concrete block garage in 1933. The garage still features its parapet 

cornice, which was popular at the time to create a more interesting roofline architecturally. Additionally, an original open 

porch that once wrapped around the left side of the front of the house was removed by the original family as it no longer 

appears on a 1937 photograph.  The front porch and steps were once again repaired and altered in 1958, and presumably 

again since.  

 

Aside from the removal of the porch, and construction of a rear deck, it seems the original footprint of the two and a half 

story wood house remains intact and consistent with the 1893 Bromley Atlas. While other alterations have occurred, 

including the removal of shutters, and the replacement of wood shingles for vinyl siding in 1977, the house is still remnant 

of its 1891 self.  

 

The house and garage at 50 Thorndike Street meets the following criteria for an initial determination of significance: 
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c. The buildings are associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, 

cultural, political, economic, or social history of the Town or Commonwealth; 

 

d. The buildings are historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its 

association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings. 

 

The buildings at 50 Thorndike Street retain integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, and workmanship. 

 

 
Aerial view of 50 Thorndike Street, looking east. 

 

 

 

Aerial view of 50 Thorndike Street, looking north. 
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Aerial view of 50 Thorndike Street, looking west. 

 

 

Aerial view of 50 Thorndike Street, looking south. 
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Photograph of the façade of 50 Thorndike Street 
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Photograph of the right side elevation of 50 Thorndike Street 


